
 
 

 

 
  YEAR 8 NEWSLETTER 

Term 4 - Week 4  Friday, 28th October 2022 

HUMANITIES 
In Term 4, students will undertake an Economics and 

Business unit. They investigate the characteristics of 

successful businesses and the behaviours and attributes of 

entrepreneurs. Students analyse local businesses to identify 

factors that contribute to their success, for example, 

location, quality of services, a high-end product, and sound 

management practices. Students also explore the business 

and economic principles that underpin international trade in 

a globalised economy. They use these skills to  

create their own business. 

ENGLISH 
During Term 4, the Year 8 students broadened 

their creative writing skills through the study of 

narrative storytelling techniques. They explored 

story openings, genres, creating characters, 

dynamic dialogue, settings and conflict through an 

array of movie, television and short story 

examples. To improve their willingness to 

experiment creatively the students took part in 

weekly low stakes writing activities in their 

personal journals and shared ideas and feedback 

with their classmates. Students then used these 

skills to create and re-write their own narrative 

story on a topic or genre of their own choosing. 
 

MATHS 
In Term 4, Year 8 students will explore how to 

simplify rates and ratios, as well as how to solve 

problems using the unitary method. Students will 

deepen their understanding of angles, including 

studying transversals and angles at a point. They 

will further their knowledge by investigating 

triangles, quadrilaterals and using their angle 

properties to solve problems. Students will focus 

on transformations of the plane, such as rotation, 

reflection and translation, while also investigating 

congruent triangles. They will identify 

complementary events and represent events in 

Venn diagrams and solve related problems. 

Students will sit an exam in week 8 covering 

content taught in Term 3 and Term 4. 

GROWTH 
In Term 4, students will explore the statement: “We 
celebrate diversity and belonging within our community 
and embrace a sense of gratitude and empathy through 
action, lived experience and connection to others.” 
Students will identify and explain different types of 
diversity within our school and wider community. 
Students will investigate what it looks like to live in a 
peaceful environment and how individuals contribute to 
a peaceful and safe society for all. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

JAPANESE 

A huge highlight in the first two weeks of the term was 
that the year 8’s were able to reconnect with their 
friends at Harukidai Elementary school. Last week we 
were able to ask for a few recommendations on where 
to go in Japan and foods to eat. Many of our shy year 
8’s took up the challenge to practice their Japanese. 
Over the coming weeks we have many more calls 
scheduled with Togo-city, so watch this space. 

During the term, year 8 students will focus on Nutrition 
and Healthy Eating. They will identify the functions of 
the essential nutrients, discuss healthy eating models 
and food groups. They will also create a healthy meal 
plan, explore dietary related diseases and outline the 
health impacts of not eating well. Students will be 
required to complete an assessment task centred 
around a dietary disease of choice. They will be 
required to identify suggested symptoms, treatments, 
prevention methods and evaluate support services 
available. 

 

 

HEALTH 

In term 4, students will explore two types of wave 

energy; light and sound. They will learn how light 

interacts with objects and why a reflection could be 

seen in some objects and not others. Students will 

investigate the human eye and learn how light 

interacts with the structures in the eye to form an 

image for our brain to interpret. Sound will also be 

explored – how fast sound travels, and how sound was 

produced by musical instruments. Students will 

discover how the wave model can be used to describe 

the properties of both light and sound. 

Students will go on to study renewable and non-
renewable resources. They will investigate the 
longevity of each resource and the human impact on 
non-renewable energy sources. Students will explore 
how a power station works and think about alternative 
fuels in the future.  To enhance their research into 
possible future fuels, students will be asked to create 
video presentations on each type of renewable energy. 
 
 

SCIENCE 

INDONESIAN 

In term 4, students will learn about various topics such 
as rooms in the house and holidays. Students will learn 
how to describe their home and other houses. Students 
will explore different types of holiday activities and talk 
about different transport options. They will organise a. 
holiday plan and what kind of souvenirs to buy. 

CAREERS 

In Careers, Year 8 students have had the exciting task of 
exploring and selecting their 2023 subject and elective 
preferences. The school will now use this data to make 
decisions about 2023. Students and families should 
know by December what subjects their child has been 
allocated. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High Achievers Program (HAP) 

HAP ENGLISH 
During Term 4, the 8HAP students analysed a range of narratives including the first English narrative ‘Beowulf’ as well as a 

range of other famous writers such as Henry Lawson, Hans Christian Anderson, Somerset Maugham, Mark Twain, Jackie 

French and Roald Dahl. When analysing these, they were explicitly taught how to apply the reading strategies of inferring and 

metacognition to enhance their understanding of the meaning of texts. They also studied poetic techniques as a way of 

enhancing their narrative descriptive skills. Various writing techniques were taught, including punctuation speech 

conventions. Students used their understanding of setting, plot, characterisation, complication and imagery to construct a 

portfolio of their own narratives with particular themes as well as writing an analytical essay on a set narrative. Their 

understanding was informed by their analyses of famous writers. 

HAP MATHS 
In Term 4, year 8 HAP students will deepen their 
understanding of angles, including studying transversals 
and angles at a point. They will further their knowledge 
by investigating triangles, quadrilaterals, polygons and 
use their understanding of angle properties to solve 
problems. Students will complete a unit of 
measurement, which will cover converting between 
common units of measurements and revising key 
concepts, such as area and volume. Students will 
further explore complex shapes, such as sectors and 
cones, including how to calculate the area of these 
shapes. Term 4 will feature an exam in week 8 which 
will cover the content taught in Term 3 and Term 4. 

HAP HUMANITIES 
In term 4, students will study a unit on Business and 
Economics. They will explore the ways in which 
individuals, families, the community, workers, business, 
and governments make decisions in relation to the 
allocation of resources. This unit will enable students to 
understand the process of economic and business 
decision making at the personal, local, national, regional 
and global levels. Students learn to appreciate the 
interdependence of decisions made and develop the 
knowledge, understanding and skills that will inform and 
encourage them to participate in, and contribute to the 
economy. Students will sit a School Assessed Coursework 
(SAC) at the end of term to consolidate their learning. 


