
 
 

 

 

  YEAR 8 NEWSLETTER 
Term 3 - Week 10  Friday, 16th September 2022 

HUMANITIES 
This term the year 8’s are studying a history unit, 

looking at mediaeval Europe, renaissance and 

Polynesian expansion. Students trace the 

establishment, development and growth of these 

societies including how they continue their 

civilizational trajectory and how they change. 

Students are trained to research and refer to 

multiple sources of information for analysis. All 

classes receive homework set on Education 

Perfect or on Google classroom. 

ENGLISH 
During Term 3, the Year 8 students studied 
the coming-of-age book, Tomorrow When 
The War Began, by Australian author John 
Marsden. Students analysed the key themes 
like war, survival, relationships and change. 
They explored different concepts from the 
book such as guerrilla warfare, while also 
looking at Marsden himself and how his 
background affected the decisions he made 
in his writing. Students deconstructed the 
characters and themes used throughout to 
develop a deeper understanding of the key 
characters and their journeys. They 
produced a text response essay for their final 
piece of writing, using evidence from the 
text to support their response. 
 

 

MATHS 
This term, the year 8’s studied Algebra, 
Linear equations and inequalities and Linear 
graphs. This included algebra expanding, 
factorising and index laws. Students explored 
a range of linear equations including one 
step, two steps and equations with 
fractions.  Students utilised Education 
Perfect to consolidate their skills both in 
class and at home. Students completed 
School Assessed Coursework (SAC) at the 
end of the term that consolidated their 
learning. 
 

CAREERS 
Year 8 students have had a busy time looking into 
alternate pathways to reach different jobs and 
some of the influences and events that affect our 
career journeys. They have also begun exploring 
different roles we have along our journey and 
how these have associated rights and 
responsibilities.  
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

JAPANESE 

Students in Year 8 are learning about time and school 
subjects in Japan. Students took their daily schedule 
from Compass and put it into Japanese. 

1. I eat breakfast at 7 o’clock. 
2. I study English at 9 o’clock. 

 

1.  わたしは７じにあさごはんをたべます 

2.   わたしは９じにえいごをべんきょうします。 

This Term, year 8 students explored strategies for 
making informed decisions in regards to alcohol 
and their own health and safety. They discussed 
reasons why young people may choose to drink 
alcohol, peer pressure, standard drink sizes, binge 
drinking, risks associated with underage drinking, 
short and long term effects of consuming alcohol. 
Students consolidated their learning to design a 
campaign to increase awareness of associated 
risks, dangers and legalities for young adolescents. 

HEALTH 

During this term, our focus will be on Physical 
Changes, Chemical Changes, Chemical Reactions and 
Light/Sound Energy. Students will explore physical 
and chemical changes that occur in our world. They 
will learn about how substances react to form new 
substances, and the evidence that a reaction has 
occurred. This unit of work will then be followed by 
Light and Sound Energy. Students will explore two 
types of wave energy: light and sound. They will learn 
how light interacts with objects and why they can see 
their reflection in some objects and not others. They 
will also take a look at the human eye and learn how 
light interacts with the structures in the eye to form 
an image for our brain to interpret. They will conclude 
the term by exploring sound – how fast sound travels, 
and how sound is produced by musical instruments.  
 

SCIENCE 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High Achievers Program (HAP) 

HAP ENGLISH 
During English, 8HAP undertook a text study this term, exploring the Dystopian novel “The Declaration”. Students 

explored and examined the background and context of the novel; unpacking how this may have influenced the 

author and their work. Students built their understanding of a Dystopia, examining the structure, features, rules, 

and flaws of a Dystopian society. Forming inferences of the characters, symbols, plot, and themes found within the 

text, students interpreted what the author was saying, establishing an understanding of the text. Students applied 

their knowledge and understandings, answering open-ended questions, annotating excerpts of text, and responding 

to their final text response in the form of an essay. 

 HAP MATHS 
This term, the year 8 HAP class explored algebraic 
techniques. They learnt how to expand binomial 
expressions and also how to factorise algebraic 
expressions. As the term continued, students explored 
quadratic equations and parabolas. They factorised 
quadratic equations and sketched parabolas using the 
x-intercepts, y-intercept and turning point. As the 
term continued, students completed a unit on 
financial mathematics, including compound and 
simple interest. Students will also complete a SAC 
assessment in the final week of Term 3. 

HAP HUMANITIES 
This term the year 8 HAP class studied a history unit, 
exploring the Industrial Revolution (1750 - 1914), 
Australia and Asia (1750 - 1918), and World War I (1914 
- 1945). Students examined the causes that led to 
teaching the historical period and the impact it had on 
Australia. They understand the different eras and 
explored the way of life; examining different 
experiences and perspectives of people during this time, 
as well as the significant effects of each historical event 
(including global changes in landscapes, movement of 
people, reforms, transport and communication). 

Reclink Community Cup 
On Thursday 8th September, our Year 8 ADP students did 
some charity work with Reclink Australia at the Community 
Cup Football grand finals. The students were involved with 
cooking the BBQ, handing out sporting equipment, umpiring, 
handing out medals and singing the national anthem. 

Athlete Development Program (ADP) 
Interschool Basketball 
Congratulations to both our Year 8 boys and girls 
basketball teams who both made it to their grand 
finals in the Hobson Bay Division basketball 
tournament on the 18th August. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Snow Camp 
On the 1st August, our Year 8 students departed PCC for a week away in Falls Creek. Throughout the 

week, we enjoyed activities including cross country skiing, snow shoeing, tobogganing and downhill 

skiing and snowboarding. Students also enjoyed other activities in the snow, including snowball fights 

and building snowmen. Unfortunately, we had some bad weather that meant some of our activities 

couldn’t run, but the positive attitudes of our Year 8s meant that we had a wonderful time bonding 

together as a cohort. Students had a wonderful time on camp and we have enjoyed sharing stories and 

memories from this trip with each other since. 


